GEORGE THE THIRD
condemning the unlicensed fury of the Parisian mob—that I wished
all the nations of the world to have heard him, that they might have
known die existence of a patriot King.
It was the kind of behaviour one would expect of George. He
was then, as he was throughout his long life, a constant believer
in * firmness' in government; but he was never a despot in the way
that the King of France or the King of Prussia was a despot.
He had the Britisher's horror of revolution.    Somehow or
other it seemed so unsportsmanlike to take bloody vengeance on
those politically opposed to you, no matter how violently you
might execrate their opinions.   And all the French talk about
equality and fraternity was out of place in a land like England
where men owned property on a large scale.   It was only irre-
sponsible men like Fox and his friends who could applaud the
fall of the Bastille or the compulsory removal of the French King
and Queen from Versailles to the Tuileries:   the bulk of the
nation shared George's view that they were dastardly acts per-
formed by a licentious people.   With infinite satisfaction George
witnessed the collapse of Fox's party.   Old enemies arrayed them-
selves on the Government's side;   and Fox and a handful of
faithful followers alone remained to applaud in the most extrava-
gant language the new revolutionary spirit which had come to the
lands of Western Europe.  Their efforts, however, were singularly
unsuccessful.   It is true that numerous revolutionary Societies
and Associations sprung up in England and Wales in the years
immediately following the outbreak of revolution in France;
but the impassioned preaching and teaching of Wesley and
Whitefield had already enslaved in a higher cause the discontented
workers of the newly-developed industrial centres;   and e re-
publicanism ' was left to become the solace of political poseurs
and reckless hooligans.   Burke, once a stalwart of the Foxite
Whigs, assumed the role of a thorough-going reactionary in his
Reflections on the French Revolution which was issued in October
1790: he even went so far as to urge war against the French
revolutionaries, whose lawless doctrines were, in his view, so
subversive to the natural order of things.
The King and Pitt were agreed that disorder at home must be
sharply suppressed. The publication of inflammatory articles in
newspapers and pamphlets was prohibited by royal proclamation:
orders were issued to the magistrates to deal promptly with all
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